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Buddy Guy: A straight shooter at 70

Just scratch any talk
of this blues legend

hanging up his ax

By Judy Keen
USATODAY

CHICAGO ~ Muddy Waters, Howlin' Wolf clubs

and gzniur Wells have been gone for years.
But

ddy Guy, who performed with them
all, is still playing the blues.
Sittingon a leather couch in his office

up a steep staircase from his club, Buddy
Guy's Legends, Guy is spry and reflective de-
ﬂ)ite havi:f;g returned ]]gome }Jstda couple of
ays ago from touring Europe and Japan.
He's on the road constantly — 35 sg'?:ws in

!uly and August alone — and plays with the

after arriving in Chicago and having not eaten
for three days, someone took him to the 708
Club, where he wailed on the guitar until
somebody alerted Waters that a hot new
player had hit town.

“Muddy came and brought a loaf of bread
and some salami,” Guy says. “He made me a
sandwich and said, ‘Don't think about %umg
back to Louisiana. I'm Mud.’ I told him, ‘T met
you, [ ain't even hungry now." "

The 708 is gone now. So are the Blue
Flame, the Squeeze Club and dozens of other
that were once crammed in four or five
to a block on the South and West sides.

Many of the blues clubs are on the North
Side now. Most are filled with tourists and

white locals. At the House of Blues, bluesisn't (SR

on the marquee very often.

- “Those are mogdcluhs matslth'aajtﬁm most
usiness, so people want to play there,” says

David Grazian, author of the 2003 book Blue

Chicago: The Search for Authenticity in Urban

Blues Clubs. "They wind up sucking up all of

of a man half his age, his sracing  the talent from the rest of the city.”
across the frets as he strolls right into hisau-  Singer Shirley King, BB. King's daughter,
diences. He likes coming says it's harder to find work
B e i d e
Erows In the ¥ 5 when Guy arrived. u
big suburban house, but re- On tour have to fight to use the
tirement? Not yet. blues as a way of becoming
For him, music is a way somebody,” she says.
to communicate and heal. Guy feels that, too:
“] think music speaks in all “Blues is beginning to make
languages, and | think ev- me feel like an endangered
erybody who's breathing species.” It doesn't get
geaalh outbtlaf their body has Um:gﬂasc = psl ggg;]gh r]a]tdrllg pla‘_'.lf,'_i_sl?l it
a problem in one way . e n't sell, irty
or the other,” he says. “You Ea’ggmkglfa'k 1. —-i“ig years ago | mmsnla’t'is tell you
come see me, Il make you | coote iy Aﬁg 5% | there was a handful of us
forget about it for an hour | Rochester Hills, Mich, . Aug. 30 left. The hand is not even
and ahalfortwo.” Sault Ste, Marie, Mich. Aug.31 | full now"
A bottle of cognac sits on He isn't slowing down.

i}e taa:_g;:: in front ogf him. :
are an array of guitars, including one
with polka dots. ‘iihe red walls aréiﬁmst
covered with memorabilia: Stevie Ray
Vaughan's %}itar and a white one signed by
Bon Jovi's Ritchie Sambora, photos of Guy
with Waters and Wells, a &Emc]mnatinn for
his 2003 National Medal of the Arts,
_mﬁl.?! turned 70 on Sunday and oeﬁ?r;&s

esday perfmmrﬁatapar at hi 5
Then he'll be right back out on the road.

“1 didn't ever think I would see this birth-
day," he says. When he came to ChicaFo in
1957 from Louisiana, he says, he saw plen
of lmife in the clubscmtheSoutﬂ Side
and worried he'd end up in one of them. "1
was much wilder than I am now," he says.

“I'm just like an old car: Every time you
screw one bolt, another rattles,” he says. “I
can't jump out the second floor anymore” —
something he did in New York in 1969 in an
escapade he won't describe further.

He enjoys wandering through the past,
describing his sharecropper parents, trying
to find work after taking a train here

home, meeting his idol and mentor. Shortly still

He has been taking hyper-
g:asiun medicag'em for 30 yea]ri.n but he’ ert
energetic. 1ys eve uary at his
club in the Loop. l-?i?ZBOS %um Bring 'Em
In, paired him with John Mayer and Carlos
Santana and earned a Grammy nomination.
Can't Quit the Blues, a three-CD box set
Srith ;It;vyn cbocumen};aw. wiIlee r;]gjased
ct. SilverstonefLegacy. Guy wi
pearsummMTVforﬂ)e&rsttknemﬁ
about his daughter, rapper Shawnna.
Va&gu iJ;.:%ired gml Hendrix, c]]elf Beck,
an and Eric Clapton. When Clapton in-
ducted Guy into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame last year, he described seeing Guy l?Iay
in London in 1965: “He was for me what Elvis
was for most other enPle‘ My course was
setéand - wg: 5 Il le After
uy 's still learning. gigs in
Japan with Beck and Santana, he says, “I'm
saying, ‘Wow, how come I couldn't find that
note?’ Then I've Lgiut to go home and figure
out” how they had done it.
He reaches for that mﬁnac only when
about to play. "1 still get the jitters,” he says. 1
ill don't think I'm as good as [ should be.”

Music
found;
love lost

Buddy Guy on love
(he's been divorced
twice and has eight

children), music

and pe ing:
“Before | knew what
a guitar was, | used
to dream [ was in
front of an audience.
Isaw this audience
Just appreciating
}whatevqr it \ms

was doing, an
_Irnall_y when Ilearned
how to play guitar

and ]nufglvout there
and saw it, it was a
flashback to that
dream I had when
wias like 9 years old.”

“Tm I[!ap'psi e\lfe.-r),ét
time I go play an
look out there and
see some people
think enough of you
to pay a fee. What
really gets me emo-
tional is i
we're pla d andit's
raining an e
still standing there.
If1 can see you when
first note,

“At one time in life
I thought the blues
Iyrics were unfit for
the kids — until the
_ hip-hop came out.”

“You wouldn't
beligve it, but I'm

single. My love life,
vur:ﬂ.emnﬂy it
just wasn't for me.

e first wife told me
it's me or the guitar
Itgustsaid. re's

e ilitar?’ and that's
it. 1 dedicated my life
to the music.”

irationtoa

By John Zich , USA TODAY

neration: Buddy Guy, who turned 70 Sunday, takes aim at Buddy Guy's Leg-

ends, his club in Chicago. Guy influenced Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton-and Jeff Beck, among others.




